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~WASHINGTON 8, D. C. 


~ 26th January 1948 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Dear Department, 
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Please refer to our letter G24/-/48 
of the 8th January about Honduran registry for 
ships belonging to the Suwannee Fruit & Steamship 


Company. 


2 We enclose a further letter which our 
Vice Consul at Jacksonville has passed to us from 
this company, concerning Honduran registry for 
three more ships. After discussing the matter 
here we have informed the Honduran Embassy in 
Washington that there is no objection from our 
point of view. We still have no evidence that 
any shins owned by this company have been engaged 
in the illegal immigration traffic. 


Yours ever, 


CHANCERY 
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SUWANNEE FRUIT & STEAMSHIP COMPANY 


Foot Catherine Street, 
Jacksonville 1, Florida. 


January 21, 1948 
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Qt te qe 
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Mr. F.J. White 
British Vice Consul 


Barnett Bldg. 
Jacksonville, Florida. 
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Dear Mr. Whites 


We recently purchased three Coast Guard cutters 
from the U.S. Maritime Commission, and would like to 
transfer them to Honduras registry. They are as follows: 


PARRIS ISLAND (AG-72) (ex=-PCE-901) 
870 tons deadweight 
Length 184'6", Width 33, Depth 9! 


BEDLOW (WPC-121) (PCE(R)-860) 


870 tons deadweight 
Length 184'6", Width 33'2", Depth g'6" 


JACKSON (WPC=-120) (ex-PCE(R)-858) 
870 tons deadweight 
Length 184'6", Width 33'2", Depth 9'6" 


JFS89 


We plan to use these ships in the transporting of 
bananas and general cargo in the West Indies. Should they 
be used outsidaé the Western eared oad we will advise 

Ss 


your people in order that your interes will be protected. 
Since you are thoroughly familiar with our operations, 
we will appreciate it greatly if you will telephone your 


Ambassador in Washington, at our expense, asking that 
approval be given for transferring these ships to Honduras 
registry. In view of our past relationship, we feel quite 
sure that your government will offer no objections to 


placing these ships under Honduran flag. 
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Thanking you, we are 
Yours very truly, 


SUWANNEE FRUIT & STEAMSHIP COQ. 
(Sgd) M. Sefton 
Secretary to Mr. Lovett 
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14, “iO ships are understood to heve leit Bourgas on 
December 27th. Like the Paducah and the Northland they 
proceedéu direct towards Palestine. They vere intercepted 
by British Naval vessels as they were about to enter 
Palestinian waters carrying in all 15,255 pessencers, It 
has been established that all these passengers embarked at 
Bboureas. 


15, in fuce of all the warnings and requests for 
collaboration recapitulated above snd oi the obrious fact 
thet a mass movement of Jews was afoot, the Bulgarian Govern- 
ment cannot fairly claim that they had no reason to question 
the senuine nature of any travel documents proffered by persons 
snes vouriny to embark in the "Pan Crescent" and "Pan York", 
there are moreover numerous precedents for mass moves of this 
kind to Palestine (the traffic has reccived worl 
publicity) but there is not one precedent for such a movement 
to rensmea. Furthermore iiis iejes ty" S Government have reason 
to believe that va pou were not ln possession of regular 
passports «hen they on tex Bulceria but thet their names 
ficuren on collective ] sOoverimment believe 
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16, it is difficult thercfore to suppose thst the 
bulgarian Goverment were isnorant of the reel nature and 
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avoidance cf any section likely to exscerbate the critic:l] situation 
in Palestine and to precipitate en oreb-Jewish couflict, I an 
instructed to point out the implication in Your xcellency's note 
of Jenuery 1Gth thet the ection of the Bulverisn Goverument in this 
matter hed been described in uy letter vo! Decolber 27th =s an 
infringement ox the united wations Chorter is cutirely without 
foundation «nd is therfore irrelevant. «hile iis .ajesty's 
Government reserved the risht to deal seporsiely is mcessary with 
Your ..xcellency's Yirtucr remaris about non=.daission of Bulsaria 
into the united .:.tions, they decline to be arswn into discussion 
of that- subject in the present consexion, four ixcellency's noic 
of January ICth docs not deny the incontestable fact, stated in ny 
letter of Gecember 27th, that illegal ivmivration traffic on scale 
plannec in the Po:. Creseeat und bon York was pas ticulerty 
reprehensible at su moment when the United sations hed msde their 
recommenda tions for the future of Palestine, nd necotintions ur 
the transfer of enthority Were sbcut to begin, In any ase, if 
Pulseria aspires to membership of the United netLONS , THis 
we Jesty § Goverment roel bound to sugsest tht the Buleerian 
Goverpment would be well sdvised to scquaint themselves with the 
“otivities of thst Ooreurnisstion end vith the ol tie ee 
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[This telegram is of particular seare B= i 
retained by the authorised recipient and net passed en]. 


Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL 
FROI SOFIA TO FORGIGN CFFICE 


ecreeene Bennett D. 7.23 pele 4th February, 1948 
Ge 
4th February, 1948. Re 7657 pete 4th February, 1948 


Repeated to Istanbul 
Angera 
Cm-in-C Mediterranean 
Bucharest 
Jerusalem 
Beif..0. Caire 
Washingten 
UeK. Delegatien New Yerk 


MOST IMM&D LATE 
SECRET 


Addressed te Fereign Office telegram Ne. 167 ef Feb 
4th repeated fer iafermation te Istanbul, Angora, C-in-C 
Mediterranean, Bucharest, Jerusalem, B.ii.k.O. Cairo, 
Washingten and U.K. Delegation New York. 


Infermatien has reached me from more than one seurce that 
centingent ef Jews is about to leave for Palestine. 


29, Ne details are available as to pert of departure; 
but the latest renert which I pass on fer what it is worth 
is that the Jews will leave in twe greups ef 600 each (the 
first greup leaving Sofia February 4th) and the rumour is that 
they will travel in twe American ships "Fire" and "Speed" 
which will arrive frem Reumania. We have ne recerd ef ships 
ef these names which may be translations from Hebrew or 


ansther language. 
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3. My information is that the whole contingent has been 
very carefully chosen and is restricted to persens between 
18 and 27 years ef age. It is said that they are restricted 
te 10 peunds of baggage each which must be in rucksack fer; 
and that every effert will be made to elude naval patrels 
and thus arrive in Palestine not Cyprus. 


4. I presume Istanbul will keep special leckeut fer 
any ships coming frea the Black Sea. 
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ce HIS Majesty's Oe at B psescopre e 
’ ahi oMe ancipal Secretary oO 
presents his compliments to State for Foreign affeirs 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. iS 


British. Legation, ..... 
Panama. 
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Reference to previous correspondence: 


Foreign Office Tel. No. 10 dated 16-1-1948. 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Ses, 


JP. 


Minister for Foreign 
Reletions. Jewish illegal 


16th January 1948. - immigration. 
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Tis EAGATION, \ A 


h January 1948 


onsieur le liinistre, 


3014450 OY003Y 9178Ng 


y have the honour to inform Your #xcellency, 
om instructions from ‘tis }sjesty's ivincipel Secretarx, 
of Stete for Foreign Affeirs, that the Lulcerian 
Government clain that some 15,000 Jewish illessl 


immigrants who recently left Bulgeria on board the 
WOAH YORK" end "PAN CRESCENT" had entered Pulgeris 


tat 


from Itungery and Rounsnia in poesession of reculer 
pessoorts with lruisretion visas to Penam. 


His Hajesty's reoresentatives in Bucharest 
end Budapest are being instructed to enquire whether 
the pessvorts vere actuslly issusd by Hungerien and 
Rouranien authorities, and if so whether they did in 
fact carry vanomanian visas. 


tn the meantime I should be crateful if 
Your sxcellency would inform me whether the Penempnien 
fovernment have any representative in Hungpry or 
Roumania or Bulgeria who is authorised to issue 
Panamanian visas in such numbers. 

> aveil myself of the opportunity it. renew 
to Your -xcellenay the expression of my highest 
consideration. 
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retained by the authorised recipient and not passdd on]. 


Cypher/OTP 


Brow. BUULAneST TU BUORGET GT GFPICH 
bene neem tne rr eT 


iir, Sarell, De 4.05.pem. iebruary 6th, 1918. 
February 6th, 1940, x. 4.42.p.m. February 6th, 1926, 


Repeated to Sofia, 
Jerusalem, 
Angorae 
Conmander-in-Chief :.cditerranean, 


qa 


alta, 


Bile iteO. Cairo, 


3914430 QY0034 91798Ng 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram iio. 166 of 
February 6th, repeated for information to sofia, 
Jerusalem, Angora, Commander-in-Chief liediterranean, 
alta and British lwiddle uast Cffice Cairo, 


obit, 


Sofia telegram ifo, 167,~ 


There is evidence to confirm Sofia reports of 
Bulgarian concentrations of illegal Jewish immigrants 
waiting for embarkation for Palestine, there are 
persistent rumours that another 600 immigrants will 
leave from Roumania and join other eroups waiting in 
Bulgaria, 


2. For the time being, however, there is no ship 
in Roumanian waters engaged in this traffic exeept the 
eV. Meropi (see ny telegram No. 115) which is held up 
through the arrest of liarcu Syngros who was handling 
the (grpeundec,] for a Jewish group. 
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Foreign Office please repeat to Jerusale » angora 


moe ae gs 


Commander-in-Chief iiediterranean iinlta and Beil. 0. 
Cairo as my telegrams Nos, 33, 10, 6, % and & 
respeetively, 
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(Repeated to Angora and British ifiddle Kast Office 
Cairo and copies sent to lliddle East Secretariat and to 
War Registry Admiralty for retransmission. to Commander 
in-Chief liediterranean and lialta, ] 


6666 6 


Sire Ra ea 


« 


‘ : R i te oe . . : 
, : : a Oe RG Ae ee Ee RR EY Ent On ee cette gt tte + 
-* , : ¥ ° Sa ee ne eet eRe EE pe RN CR RR EN re YR te ‘ vee 
‘ > ~ : Mu ore : = ee ee Nae OA ey Se ot > . ‘ *. n . “ 


- > a ter atime + 
pi z : Z 2 A BAIRD AOR alee od Sila EI GMa et A RD 
A . , 2 \ , F ers Lepesant A ih ANS EG RANEY PH Ima seme coetce vel Ce mn Aare ee a Re Snr LE * AE : 
saves PUR ALES Ee ANAND 8 rt OR Het enone a Renee caw seeesfe eee Te WIRED <r ERE Ore ate Sm : , : 2 , — 


; vt 


soma he ONS AE I winee Ne 
oe tae emit ee a ee mene Se eR Nee Epes oa dea eqUr re hae) aS armen enemas Peasant soar | ’ , : : 
| truce Se ae oes So I DL 


PALESTIN. 


\ 


Registry | 

sate ters ort Me benpuf w/a) 
MOF panicle ae yi & Lite, 
SL fel i fF, | 


{ Ctr 


Dated ff} JW Aral 
Recetved : Ae lin {i W 


in Registry 


391440 GY093Y D118Ng 


Last Paper. 


Bag) 


References. 


po 
fay 


fc 
FT: 
O 
. 
CAD 
~] 
puod 


"391440 GYy0034 


NOG NOT 
38 OL LON - Hd¥VYDOLOHd LHD IYAd0D 


BRITISH EMBASSY, 
WASHINGTON 8, D. C. 
FER 31st January, 1948 


Vpwemees-- O20. 20, | ame. 


Ref: 268/11/48 
CONFIDENTIAL 


Dear Department, 


Please refer to your letter E 11961/48/31 
of the 7th January about the activities of the 


American Joint Distribution Committee in regard 
to the organization of illegal Jewish immigration 


in Italy. 


26 We have taken this up with the State 
Department, who have informed us that they have 
asked their Ambassador in Rome for a general report 
on the situation and they have told us that they 
would prefer to await his reply before giving us 
their answer. It might be helpful if H.M. 
Ambassador in Rome were to bring his U.S. colleague 


up to date on the implication of the American 
Joint Distrioution Committee in this traffic. 


Yours ever, 


Chancery 
> 
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Eastern Department, 
Foreign Office, 
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FEB 1948 


(This telegram is of particular secrecy and shou | 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed onj. 


Sir R. Cawpbell D. 8.05 p.m 7th February, 1948 


No. 172 . 
6th Fepruary, 1948. R. 8.54 pete 7th February, 1948 


Repeated to Istanbul 
Angora 
Sucharest 
Jerusalen 
Vashington 
Ue. Delegation New York. 
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BOREL 


Addressed to Foreign Office telepran No. 172 of February 
6th repeated for information to Istanbul, Angora, Bucharest 


Jerusalen, washington and U.K. yelegation :iew York. 


a“ 


Sofia telegram lio. 167 to Foreign Office. 


It would be very useful from public standpoint here if 
when ships reach Turkey, Reuters and Associated ,gp. undec. 
? News] agency correspondents were to give story in messages 
to head offices emphasising how Russians have hand-picked 
these young Jews for specific purpose of infiltration into 
the itiddle Gast. It is unfortunate that ships [g. undec. ] 
alleged to be American but agency uessages could perhaps 
avoid reference to this. 


2e If you agrees you will doubtless instruct ifis ‘ajesty's 
‘abassador at Angore to take necessary steps through his 
Infornation Counsellor. 
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No. | {30 yA Delegation New York, Bucharest and Sofia. 
(Date) 4ebfZ/ | Cairo telegram No. 172 fot February 6th; 
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is (4 j to Stop these illegal immigrant shipse 
oxGlgiex 126 The line taken by your Information Office 


‘391440 G4Y0934 


JITdAd JHL 40 NOISSIWY3d LNO 
“HLIM ATIWOIIHdVYDOLOHd G39NGONdIY 


one imust depend on the strength of. our evidence. 
oy pher. | ; 


NOGNO1 
- HdVYDOLOHd LHD IYAdOd 


jIt i8 undesirable to make specific allegations 


NOTHING TO, BE WRITTEN 


Dee re Ae argent 
Sere Nee 


Distribution : 


o 


wee 


jon the lines of Cairo telegram No. 172 unless 


a ta Be wecess 
Peper Mich ees they can be backed up with videncee. 


ee te cng ee 
paarts esi abet 
ewe! Ri TL 


ere i oe iS os - 


) 
The Information Counsellor whouldy however y 


/ 
in any case draw correspondent$@ attention to 


t 


Peay) 


these two ships, if and when the arrive, and 


Pelet iat canara ceeets ancien eae een a oe 


Should give them all the information available 


+ Seperate 


Coples to :-— 


pte 


to him on the subject withoyt making specific 


GSSt. 


Sinton 
Rime) 


4147 


a. 


ae 


allegations which cannot be substantiated. 
. af A, as A So paige Ay o® dt 


~ 
See ee 
Sere 


pr 


1CUin 


reat5 


od 


Baas 
Berra tre: 
/ 


“140 


yf 


feet Stes a 


: 
RA Ae cae 


AG 


We. 


‘ 
} 


Et ted 
R56 


ibd 


Be Bee zi BOE Oe Hh PRT SOIC ES BEATE N r TR ECESET, OB sg NG GYRE INT ATES GN REO Ui SRE LENT ALTT BR EOP BER TC CO PELY EPAPER TORRE ALES TIMNEA RES SIR A MED AG OTST EOS 
AEST EOWA TRE 0 fT HSS RIP RAT RON A HOT I IE oC are ame ee ET Oe 


n y 


N 


Naps ee ah So sacs pM credo sine ea oeteieaatnetentemeeneaaienmieranmninsiemmamemnrenter cameramen emameeneene anette aed ees Sneed ma eter niin erp weet on bara iT, Ne tag TE or ea SAE EE CT AIO. < 


[This telegram is of perticuler secrecy and should be 
retained by the suthorised recipient and not passed on] 
Cypher /OTP DEPARTASNTAL 

BR 1817/2/51 ee a 
secret 


PROE. POREIGE Crrica 7 


Noe 100 De 
vist Febuary, 1948 


Repested to Istanbul ic. 138 
Cairo No. 294 
Jerusalem 
washington 046 2107 
United Kingdom Delegation New York lio. 821 
Bucharest Noe 196 
sofia iio. 197 
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SECRET ° 


fddressed to sngore telegram Noe 150 of 2ist February, 
repeate or informétion to Istanbul, Cairo, Jerusalem, 
yashington, United Kingdom Delegation New York, Bucherest 


and Sofia. 


: eae 


™ 
se 
CEO 


Cairo telegram lio. 172 ‘of 6th February; Jewish Illegal 


Immigration |. 


It will be most useful if, in the case of these two 
ships and of any other illegsl immigrant ships which may 
pass the Straits, you or our steff in Istanbul can secure 
firm corroborative evidence of the information reported in 
Sofia telegram lio. 167. I suggest that the Turkish | 
authorities might be willing to help in a matter of this 
kind, especially as we are no longer pressing them to take 
action to stop these illegal immigrant ships. . 
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Ze The line taken by your Information Office must 
depend on the strength of our evidence. It is undesirable 
to make Specific allegations on the lines of Cairo telegren 
Noe 172 unless they can be backed up with the necessary 
evidence. The Information Counsellor should however, in 
any case draw correspondent's attention to these two ships, 
if end when they arrive, and should give them all the 
information available to him on the Subject without making 
specific allegations which cennot be substantiated. 
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Confidential. 
Reseslicsed. 


Dear Chancery, 
Our telegram No-150 of February 21 about 
the 1iovennent of Jewish illegal imuiyrant ships 


through the otraits. 


Chancery, Anxara 
The last sentence of the first paragraph 


frou of our tele,arn pointeua out that we were "no 


longer pressin, the Turnish authorities to tare 
Bastern Dept. 
action to stop these illesal inusigration ships". 


We should not lixe you to think that this 
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general statement means that we have abanconed 
the hope of persuacin., the Turns to stop en 
suspect ships in all circunstances. We ao not 


expect the “urns to stop fully loaded illegal 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


diuiigrant ships leavin, the Black Sea;but if we 
learntof a suspect ship without proper re,is- 
tration which proposed to enter the Black sea 
to fetch illegal iuni.zrants, we might very well 
wish to try anc get the Tursish autnorities to 
stop her enterin,; the Black See on the grourd 


that she was & flazless vessel- 


ae, ee > 
SB oe sae ty se te eo oe esas See 


Sea) 
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Dear Chancery, 
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Our telegram No. 130 of 2lst February about 
the movement of Jewish illegal immigrant shins 
through the Straits. 


The last sentence of the first varafranh of 
our telegran pointed out that we were "no longer 
~reseing the Turxi:sh authoriticse to take action 
40 ston these illeral imwlgpraticon shins". We 
snayvilG not Like von to thin’: that this general 
statement neans that wo have abandoned the hone 
yf nereyadin: the Turcs to ston any suencct snips 
in all etrevnsatances. ‘e Go rot cxroet the Turks 
toa ston fully loaded illesal imrivrant shins 


Leavines th Blac: Seas but if we learnt of a 
sucniet chin without oreoner reristration which 
yponosed to cnter the Blac Sea to fetehn illegal 
imni rants, we micsht very well wis’ to try and 
set the Turkish anthoriti:s to steno her entering 
tre Blae« Sea on the ground that “he war a | 


‘ese vessel. 


In this latter case t e exbarrassing question 
y* vhat to do with the nassengers would not 


se 


arice. 
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Mayell's letter 2Uu/1/4Z% of hth January 
about the s.s. LAS TAMPLAS, 


Dear Departme 


2, Chapman-Andrews has now called twice on 

the Permanent Under-Secretary of State at the 
Royal Egyptian Ministry of Foreien Affairs in 
connection with this vessel, On the first occasi-n 
ne left an aide-memoire and Kamel Abdel Rahim Bey 
promised to look into the matter. When “hapman— 
Andrews called again, Kamel Abdel Rahim Bey said 


he had been in touch with the Governor at Alexandria 


wno reported that the ship's agent was threatening 
legal proceedings for demurrage, &c, Whatever 
our secret information might be, the fact remained 
that the snip tad been held up for three months at 
Alexandria, that she hed an innocent cargo of rice 
aboard, end so far as the Egyptian authorities 
were concerned, was on her next voyage innocently 
bound for an Italian port, The Governor at 
Alexandria thougnt tnat the Egyptian Government 
could not nold tnis vessel without running a grave 
risk of having to pay hervy damages, 

. Kame. “bdel Rahim Bey then said that this 
question would have to be submitted t» the Legal 


Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

end that he would thus still be able to hold the 
vessel for a few more days but ne felt convinced 
that no legal reason could te adduced for detsining 
the ship further and thet in the Circumstances, we 
were to expect the ship to sail shortly, It 
would be for the authorities at Genoa or whatever 


Italian port sne was making for, 


, 


to stop her nert, 
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oreign Office, 
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a 


by As the cosl companies, who have 
co-operated with us loyally in refusing to 
cozl the vessel, were beginning to become 
restive, we have asked Summernayes to tell 
them that ve realize that, if the Egyptians 
releese the vessel, they can no longer be 
expected to continue to with:old coal, At 
the same time, we nave asked him to convey 


to them discreetly our appreciation for their 
assistance, 
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on We have asked Sunmierhayes to let us 
know when the vessel sctually sails and we will 


report tris by telegram, 


- 


Yours ever, 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
WASHINGTON 8, D. C. 


eGo a 


2nd February 1948 


Ref: 3/99/48 
RESTRICTED 


Dear Department, 
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On the lst February the New York Times 
earried a story from London by Herbert Matthews 
concerning the presence of Communists aboard the 
PAN YORK and PAN CRESCENT. This story, a copy of 
which is enclosed, follows closely that given in 
telegrams from Bucharest, Sofia and Jerusalem, and 
was vresumably based, as Matthews states, on 
information derived from official sources in London, 
It will be seen that Matthews leans over backwards 
to stress the fact that it did come from official 
sources and was not based on investigations made 
either by himself or by his newspaper. 


2 This disclaimer has not prevented criticism 
from Zionist and pro-Zionist sources. The story is 


violently attacked by I.F. Stone in P.M, on the 2nd 
February in an article entitled "Debunking New York 


Times Smear of Jewish Refugees". The New York Times 
itself also published, on the same day, a telegram 
from Isaac Hamlin, General Secretary of the National 
Committee for Labour in Palestine, in which he stated 
that he was deeply shocked and astonished at the 
neWspaper's widespread and prominent display of the 
obviously false and unfounded statements made by the 
British Foreign Office, which were a libelous insult 
on Jewish refugees and on the Zionist movement. 
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3 Mr. Shertok, too, referred to the story in 
a speech which he made on the lst February at the 
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Eastern Department, 


Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.1l. 
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annuel dinner of the Milwaukee Jewish Welfare Fund. 
He said that the 15,000 passengers aboard the two 
ships had been carefully sereened by Jewish Agency 
officials in Roumania and that noisy protests against 
their departure had been made by the Roumanian Jewish 
Communist press. Communist Jews in Roumania had 
indeed violently agitated against their voyage to 
Palestine on the ground that Roumanian Jews were 
needed to help build up the Roumanian Communist 
regime. He said that there were 50,000 candidates 
for the 15,000 places on the two vessels and that 

the selection of the successful applicants had been 
a long drawn out and most painstaking and painful 
process, carried out by the Jewish organizations 
themselves. He added that the suggestion that 
Communist agents had no other means of getting to 
Palestine than through all the hazards, hardships 
and uncertainties which all these ships went through 
was simply ludicrous. He also said that the dispute 
which had developed within the Jewish Agency over the 
movement of the PAN YORK and PAN CRESCENT was not 
concerned with the nature of the passengers, but 
rather with the time of their sailing. 
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4. Speaking generally of the position of Jews 
in Roumania, Mr. Shertok said that Roumanian Jewry 


was a thrice ruined community. It had been ruined 
first by the regime of persecution and discrimination 


practiced by the pre-war anti-Semitic governments of 
Roumania. It had been ruined a second time, far 

more disastrously, by the satellite regime in 

Roumania during the war, and it was now most adversely 
affected a third time by the measures of nationalism 
introduced by the present Communist regime. It was 
true that the present Government of Roumania was not 
anti-Semitic, but anti-Semitism was deeply rooted in 
the masses of the Roumanian population. As a result 
of all these trends, he said, the economic position 

of most Roumanian Jews had become untenable. Their 
re-integration into the nation's economic life 
confronted the Roumanian Government with formidable 
difficulties, which were aggravated by the anti-Semitism 
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of the population, and to represent their wish to 
escape as a mere cloak for the dispatch of Communist 


agents to Palestine, was a cruel joke. 


Ss We are sending copies of this letter to 
Jerusalem and to the United Kingdom Delegation to 
the United Nations at New York, 
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Yours ever, 


Chancery 
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Officials Say Records Show That Many on 
Seized Ship Were Active Party Agents 
—Imply Soviet Inspired the Trip 


By HERBERT L. MATTHEWS 
Special to Tar New York TIMES. 

LONDON, Jan. 31—The unau-{authoritative backing. No state- 
thorized Jewish immigrant ships|ment made here is made on the 
Pan York and Pan Crescent, which|authority of this correspondent or 
sailed from behind the “Iron|of THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


Curtain” for Palestine at the end 
of December, were carrying many 
Communist agents, according to 
official British sources. 

One thousand of the 15,000 im- 
migrants aboard spoke Russian, 
many velonged to militant Com- 
munist organizations, some may 
have been non-Jews and some had 
documents showing that they had 
served in Soviet forces during 


{World War II, these sources say. 


The immigrants on these ves- 


sels and on a number of others 
that sailed earlier fror. the Black 


Every statement comes from 
British official reports, ambassa- 
dorial, ministerial and military. 


Much of this information has|_ 


been made known to the State De- 
partment ard the Combined Chiefs 
of Staff in Washington, but not 
all of it has yet reached Wash- 
ington. 

Some of it has been forwarded 
by the British to Moscow for its 
information. 

The security precautions taken 
in advance by and on behalf of 
the immigrants of the Pan York 


¢ 
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Sea were collected and sent to-/and Pan Crescent were so thorou Rumanian secret police was im-|assigning him to a bunk, stating 
i i ghi plicated with the tacit approval of - sitti t and 
ward Palestine with the knowledge|that British officials found it im- eae ib app what sitting he was to eat a 
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ce 


and sometimes With the active 
connivance of the Soviet Union 
and its satellites, eccording to 
British officials. 

These statements are bund to 
cause dismay now that they are’ 


possible to get direct positive evi- 
dence that any Russian-sponsore 
subversive elements were amon 
the immigrants. In this connec- 
tion, Communist elements are no 


x 


being made for the first time with necessarily considered subversive.. 
- Nevertheless, the British have[pr, sneh accepted Russian condi-|opposed, by the British Navy off 


convinced themselves that large- 
scale Jewish immigration, far from 
being discouraged or prevented by 
Soviet satellite @overnments, has 
been deliberately encouraged by 


them. Since the British take it for 
granted that the satellites would 
not or could not pursue such a 
policy independently, they assume 
that the immigration is in accord 
with Soviet policy. 

In the case of the Pan York and 
Pan Crescent, the Russian condi- 


itions are believed to have been 


that the ships would be released 
only if 1,000 Jewish Communists 
were included among the immi- 
grants. 

It seems that at the last moment 
Jews in Palestine tried to prevent 
or at least to delay the ships’ de- 
parture. It was at this time that 
a quarrel within the Jewish Agency 
for Palestine, followed by the 
resignation of Dr. Moshe Sneh, se- 
curity officer of the agency, took 
place. The Jewish Agency did not 
halt the ships. 

From the British official reports 
it is possible to re-create the back- 
ground and chronological develop- 
ment of events as the British un- 
derstand them. 

For at least two years Jews 
streamed steadily into Rumania 
from the Soviet Union. Since no- 
one can go out of Russia without 
approval, the British take it for 
granted that Soviet authorities 
knew of this migration. Moreover, 
there is evidence to the effect that 
Soviet authorities occasionally put 
military transport at the disposal 
of Jewish leaders to facilitate this 
transit. 

It is also asserted that many of 
these Russian Jews not only were 
among unauthorized immigrants 
to Palestine from Black Sea ports 
in the last two years but further- 
more received priority over Jews 
from elsewhere in Europe. It is 


Joint Distribution Committee, ac- 


. . detailing his general duties while 
Early in November, 1947, Dr. . . 

Sneh, a former leader of Haganah, |°7 the ship. Each also received & 

conferred in Bucharest with Mr.|metal identification disk on 4 

Averbuch and Dr. J. J. Schwarz, |string. Discipline was strict at all 

European director of the American times. 

Both ships sailed from Burgas 


cording to the documents. The on Dec. 26. They were boarded, un- 


tions for the sailing of the Pan|Cyprus and thence escorted to 

York and the Pan Crescent. Famagusta, where the debarkation 
On Nov. 15, British officials be-|took place Jan. 1. 

lieve, a letter was read at a meet- Questioning Difficult 


: lestini Jewish : 
ing of the Palestinian soy Then came the usual interroga- 


Communist party from a_Jewish mie ; 
section of the Rumanian Commu- tion by British authorities. It was 
he Ru-|2 difficult matter because the im- 


nist party stating that ie not|migrants had to be debarked 


manian Government wou : 
hamper Jewish Communists who quickly and could not be segregat- 
d. Security during the 


wished to leave for Palestine to|ed afterwar 
strengthen the Communist move- train journey and the sea voyage 
ment there. had been so highly organized that 

British information early in De- there was-not much to find. The 
cember was that Ana Pauker, orders had been to destroy all doc- 
Rumanian Communist leader and|uments, and Haganah leaders gave 


i ini 1 bout docu- 
now Foreign Minister, was appar- repeated warnings ab 
ently opposed to this emigration ments and about talking to the 


from Rumania and was trying to|British. ° 
stop it: However, the British sur- Nevertheless, a number of docu- 


‘mise that, as the Pan York and the ments were discovered. Among} 
Pan Cresent were released from them were membership cards of 


sailed mostly with Rumanians Rumania, the Rumanian Commu- 


r Burgas, Bulgaria, Madame nist party, the Lenin United Com- | 
Pauker Teast have changed her munist Association, the Union of 
mind or had it changed for her. Female Anti-Fascists and the 
Universal Democratic Front. 
Received Fuel in Rumania 


There was a long period whe 


the i ° nips, ay Sork got cor Communist handbooks were found. f 
Oct. 1 and the Pan Crescent Oct. As was previously stated, some of | 


11. and they did not leave until the documents showed that certain } 


11, ad nyag that period repairs| Passengers had served in Russian 
were made, the ships were refitted forces during the war. 


and each got forty tons of fuel oil Also, about 1,000 of the immi- 
from a Rumanian company under grants spoke Russian, according 


the Joint Russian-Rumanian Con- to the British, who acknowledged | 
trol. that they have no means of con- 


Meanwhile, the immigrants had firming their suspicions that some : 


been lined up the customary way. 
Those wishing to go filed applica- 
tions months before. Each was as- 
signed to a local group leader, and G 

the immigrants were told they ‘This 
would be notified when and how to 18 


es est 
nina rey were trom a. is based on British official reports\ 
None is made on the authority of 


stanta . , , 
. ° _|this correspondent or of THE 
On Dec. 20 a number of cattle NEW YORK TIMES. 


car trains from all parts of Ru- 


n| are militant Communist organiza- |} 


Most of the immigrants were? 
Rumanians. There were relatively 


correspondent repeats: 
Every statement in this dispatch 


lasserted that Jews were helped by| mania set out for Constanta, where 


| 
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the Russians and Rumanians to 
embark from Rumanian Black Sea 
ports as well as to get to Bulgaria. 
Although clearances to ordinary 
travelers are virtually impossible 
to get, these immigrants readily 
got exit clearances. 

Prior to the sailing of the Pan 
York and the Pan Crescent, at 
least four ships with unauthorized 
immigrants left Rumanian and 
Bulgarian ports and thrce others 
left Yugoslav ports. 

Camps have been in existence 
in Rumania, where paramilitary | 
training has been given to would-; 
be immigrants with the permission ' 
af the Soviet section of the Alhed: 

‘ale a Ol 0) j if saj 2 a Ma- 


most of the immigrants arrived 
Dec. 21 and 22. The next day they 
were told the plan had been altered 
and they would sail from Bulgaria. 
Some of the trains that had not 
reached Constanta were directed 
straight for the frontier and to 
Burgas. Those in Constanta left 
the morning of Dec. 24 for the Bul- 
garian frontier. 

On the Rumanian side there was 
strict customs examination of all 
the immigrants, but, curiously 
enough, there was no search or in- 
tervention of any kind on the Bul- 
garian side or during the twenty- 
four-hour journey to Burgas. where 
the Jews arrived the morning of 


Dec, 26. 


ee 


All these bodies, it is asserted, pee 


tions. Moreover, a number of Ki 


of these were non-Jews. F x 


few Hungarians, Bulgarians or BNC 
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By HERBERT L. MATTHEWS 


| 
Special 10 THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


LONDON, Jan. 31—The unau-jauthoritative backing. No state- 


‘Pan York and Pan Crescent, which/authority of this correspondent or 
jSailed from behind the “Iron!of THE NEW YORK TIMES. 
Curtain” for Palestine at the end; Every statement comes from 


lthorized Jewish immigrant ships) ment made here is made on the 
| 


| j “| ce: —_ 
iof December, were carrying many:British official reports, ambassa-. 


‘Communist agents, according to dorial, ministerial and military. 

official British sources. | Much of this information “has 
One thousand of the 15.000 im-;been made known to the State De- 

migrants aboard spoke Russian,' partment ard the Combined Chiefs 


many velonged to militant Com-jof Staff in Washington, but not 
munist organizations, some mayj;all of it has yet reached Wash- 
have been non-Jews and some had iington. 

documents showing that they had: Some of it has been forwarded 
served in Soviet forces during|by the British to Moscow for its 
World War II, these sources say.!information. 


The immigrants on these ves-. The security precautions taken 


t 


sels and on a number of others) in advance by and on behalf of 
.|that sailed earlier from the Black) the immigrants of the Pan York 


Sea were collected and sent to-'and Pan Crescent were so thorough 
ward Palestine with the knowledge!that British officials found 1t im- 


and sometimes with the active! possible to get direct positive evi- 
connivance of the Soviet Union)dence that any Russian-sponsore 
ane . anes eccording to:subversive elements were amon 
a 3) ete Ss. : | the immigrants. In this connec 
ese statemen's are bund to tion, Communist elements are not 
cause dismay now that they are: . 


being made for the first time with necessarily considered subversive. 
re Nevertheless, the British have 


convinced themselves that large- 


scale Jewish immigration, far from 
being discouraged or prevented by 
Soviet satellite @overnments, has 
been deliberately encouraged by 
them. Since the British take it for 
granted that the satellites would 
not or could not pursue such a 
policy independently, they assume 
that the immigration is in accord 
with Soviet policy. 

In the case of the Pan York and 
Pan Crescent, the Russian condi- 
‘tions are believed to have been 
that the ships would be released 
only if 1,000 Jewish Communists 
were included among the immi- 
grants. 

It seems that at the last moment 
Jews in Palestine tried to prevent 
or at least to delay the ships’ de- 
parture. It was at this time that 
a quarrel within the Jewish Agency 
for Palestine, followed by the 
resignation of Dr. Moshe Sneh, se- 
curity officer of the agency, took 
place. The Jewish Agency did not 
halt the ships. 

From the British official reports 
it is possible to re-create the back- 
ground and chronological develop- 
ment of events as the British un- 
derstand them. 

For at least two years Jews 
streamed steadily into Rumania 
from the Soviet Union. Since no- 
one can go out of Russia without 
approval, the British take it for 
granted that Soviet authorities 
knew of this migration. Moreover, 
there is evidence to the effect that 
Soviet authorities occasionally put 
military transport at the disposal 
of Jewish leaders to facilitate this 
transit. 

It is also asserted that many of 
these Russian Jews not only were 
among unauthorized immigrants 
to Palestine from Black Sea ports 
in the last two years but further- 
more received priority over Jews 
from elsewhere in Europe. It is 

Jasserted that Jews were helped by 
they Russians and Rumanians_ to 
embark from Rumanian Black Sea 
ports as well as to get to Bulgaria. 
Although clearances to ordinary 
travelers are virtually impossible 
to get, these immigrants readily 
got exit clearances. 

Prior to the sailing of the Pan 
York and the Pan Crescent, at 
least four ships with unauthorized 
immigrants left Rumanian and 
Bulgarian ports and thrce others 
left Yugoslav ports. 

Camps have been in existence 
in Rumania, where paramilitary 
training has been given to would- 
be immigrants with the permission 
of the Soviet section of the Allied 
Control Council, it said, and a Ma- 

‘{|jor Levy of the Soviet section has 
libeen publicly engaged _in Jewish 
extremist activities in Rumania. 

Major Levy was said to have 
been in constant contact with Josef 
Klarman and Moshe Averbuch, 
who have been implicated in this 
immigration. Mr. Averbuch was 
connected with Haganah, Zionist 
militia. It is believed that the 
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Rumanian | secret police was im- assigning him to a bunk, stating 
plicated with the tacit approval of|what sitting he was to eat at and 


Moscow. detailing his general duties while i 
on the ship. Each also received 4}..\: o 


Early in November, 1947, Dr. 
Sneh, a former leader of Haganah, ; aa ; 
conferred in Bucharest with Mr. metal identification disk on 4 
Averbuch and Dr. J. J. Schwarz,jstring. Discipline was strict at all 
European director of the American | tines. 


Joint Distribution Committee, ac-| potn ships sailed from Burges fe oat 
on Dec. 26. They were boarded, un-|j- 


cording to the documents. The 
British think that was the time aa . 
Dr. Sneh accepted Russian condi- opposed, by the British Navy off 
tions for the sailing of the Pan Cyprus and thence escorted to 
York and the Pan Crescent. Famagusta, where the debarkation 
On Nov. 15, British officials be- took place Jan. 1. 

lieve, a letter was read at a meet- : : 
ing of the Palestinian Jewish Questioning Difficult 

Then came the usual interroga- 


Communist party from a Jewish |. ve ue 
section of the Rumanian Commu- tion by British authorities. It was 


nist party stating that the Ru-|2 difficult matter because the im- 
manian Government would not migrants had to be debarked 
hamper Jewish Communists who quickly and could not be segregat- 
wished to‘ leave for Palestine to|¢d afterward. Security during the 
strengthen the Communist move- train journey and the sea voyase 
ment there. had been so highly organized that 

British information early in De- there was-not much to find. The 
cember was that Ana Pauker, orders had been to destroy all doc- 


Rumanian Communist leader and u 
now Foreign Minister, was appar- 
ently opposed to this emigration 
from Rumania and was trying to 
stop it: However, the British sur- Nevertheless, a number of docu- 


mise that, as the Pan York and the ments were discovered. Among 
Pan Cresent were released from them were membership cards of; 


Constanta, a Rumanian port, and the Union of Communist Youth in 
sailed mostly with Rumanians|Rumania, the Rumanian Commu- 


from Burgas, Bulgaria, Madam 


Pauker must have changed her|munist Association, 
mind or had it changed for her. Female Anti-Fascists and the, 


Universal Democratic Front. 
Received Fuel in Rumania All these bodies, it is asserted, 
are militant Communist organiza- | 
tions. Moreover, a number of | 


British. 


There was a long period when 
the two ships lay empty in Con- 
stanta. The Pan York got there 
Oct. 1 and the Pan Crescent Oct. 
11, and they did not leave until 
Dec. 22. During that period repairs 
were made, the ships were refitted 
and each got forty tons of fuel oil 
from a Rumanian company under 
the Joint Russian-Rumanian Con- 
trol. 

Meanwhile, the immigrants had 
been lined up the customary way. 
Those wisthe boro, ae app Rumanians. There were relatively 


signed to a local group leader, and nee Hungarians, Bulgarians or 
the immigrants were told they This. 


would be notified when and how to 
leave. They were notified first 
that they would sail from Con- 
stanta. ; 

On Dec. 20 a number of cattle- this 
car trains from all parts of Ru- 
mania set out for Constanta, where 
most of the immigrants arrived 
Dec. 21 and 22. The next day they 
were told the plan had been altered 
and they would sail from Bulgaria. 
Some of the trains that had not 
reached Constanta were directed 
straight for the frontier and to 
Burgas. Those in Constanta left 
the morning of Dec. 24 for the Bul- 
garian frontier. 

On the Rumanian side there was 
strict customs examination of all 
the immigrants, but, curiously 
enough, there was no search or in- 
tervention of any kind on the Bul- 
garian side or during the twenty- 
four-hour journey to Burgas, where 
the Jews arrived the morning of 
Dec, 26. 

The embarkation had been re- 
markably well organized. The Jews 
stayed in their trains from the mo- 
ment they crossed the Bulgarian 
frontier until they boarded the 
ships. Bulgarian officials kept out 
of sight even in Burgas, although 
dock authorities were said to have 
been helpful. 

Each immigrant received a card 


As was previously stated, some of 
passengers had served in Russian 
forces during the war. 

Also, about 1,000 of the immi- 
to the British, who acknowledged 


firming their suspicions that some 
of these were non-Jews. 


correspondent repeats: 


correspondent or of THE 
NEW YORK TIMES. 
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= {nist party, the Lenin United Com! 


Every statement in this dispatch I. 
is based on British official reportsy, 
None is made on the authority of i os 
on 
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ments, and Haganah leaders gave avy! bce 
repeated warnings about docu-} .. 
ments and about talking to the : oy. 
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Communist handbooks were found. . “ - 


the documents showed that certain | Mae 


grants spoke Russian, according }., 


that they have no means of con-} 


Most of the immigrants were}, 


of. 
oe 


‘391440 QY0D34u 


NOG NO7 
JITdAd JHL JO NOISSIWH3d LNO 


-HLIM AVWOTHdVYDOLOHd G39NGONdzY 
48 OL LON ~. HdVYDOLOHd LHDIYAGOD 


391440 OQY0934¥ 9178Ndg 


LIA KIO aA OL 


PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE 


a fo ee 
ieee atacs 
Piece. GSSLG. oe 


£94 


Following document(s) retained 


-/99uUdLd 


in the Department of origin 
under Section 3 (4) of the 


TI 
O 


Public Records Act, 1958 


E4997 /2/ SIG 


NOGNOT ‘39143430 040934 
JITdNd JHL 4O NOISSIWH3d LNO 


“HLIM ATIVIIHdVEYSOLOHd 039NdOY day 
38 OL LON - HdVHYDOLOHd LHD IYAdOD 


PALESTINE 


ie 4 . o 
~ é 4 * 4 
‘ ? i an oe 4 
Pee ae aes 
FD Aleerytian ( : 
ath : sont 


jasinat (peal alctnd Vax Kept 
Number evpsyfaf't Kf by Fon Utd arr fas lenssiffr) 


Number 

FROM 

tke i anf du ad a - “4 ue fie £ ah boat wulnl? / (pid Va 

no.  dnkhrg-ler ile wad / tert ph 

Dad er “2% Yar loeee reluma by Mpwpact thle 2 
tinrkinp lon Jools K V/ At. 


Received 
in ee fe AES 
ff 


Last Paper. caad 
196 4 Cee EIGbs 2 arch 


en iar eee eres 
References. 
SB Fey . 2 


(Minutes.) 


ween ee ee rm ee 


(Print.) 


(How disposed of.) 


NOGNOT ‘391440 G40934 
JITaNd 3HL JO NOISSIWY3d LNO 


“HLIM ATIWOIHdVEDOLOHd 
Q39NGOd d3y 
38 OL LON - HdVYDSOLOHd LHD IYAdOD 


(Action 
completed.) 


Next Paper. 


726513 F.O.P. 


196 


BRITISH EMBASSY, 
WASHINGTON 8, D. C. 


4 


943 J 4th February 1948 


Refs 3/61/48 l 14 


DO 0 + epey a> 


FEE 


Dear Department, 


Please refer to our letter 3/55/48 of the 
end February about the presence of Communists aboard 
the PAN YORK and the PAN CRESCENT. 


391330 04¥0034 9178Ng 


2. Some confusion has been created by a Reuters 
report from syrenia, Cyprus, which appeared on the 
front page of the New York Times on the 4th February. 
This stated that Sir Godfrey Collins, Commissioner 
for the Cyprus camps of Jewish illegal immigrants, 

had denied press reports that Communist literature 
and identity papers had been found in the two ships, 
and had said that there was no indication that there 
were Communist agents on board. Immediately following 
this the newspaper reported that a Foreign Office 
spokesman was continuing, nevertheless, to assure 
enquirers that all the statements published in the 
New York Times article of the lst February enclosed 
in our letter under reference, accorded fully with 
information in the possession of the Foreign Office. 
The New York Times also reported that Mr. McDermott, 
special assistant to Mr. Marshall for press relations, 
had said that the State Department had taken note of 
the original report and had received information from 
the British on the subject. | 


‘3914340 0409034 


JI 78Nd JHL 4O NOISSIWY3d LNO 


3. This question was also referred to by Marquis 
Childs in his column in the Washington Post of the 4th 
February, a copy of which is enclosed. In brief he 
attributed the story about the presence of Communist 
agents on the ships to the fear of the British Government, 
and particularly of the Secretary of State, that 
Palestine was well on the way to becoming a Communist 
State. He urged that the whole question should be 


/raised 


NOG NO} 


% 


38 OL LON - HdVYDOLOHd LHD IYAdOD 


Eastern Department, 
Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.1. 
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Washington Post, 


4tn February 1948 


Washington Calling 


By Marquis Childs 


Evasion Over Palestine 


BEHIND THE headlines is so 
much that is unspoken, so much 
that is whispered. Above all, 
that is true of the festering 
wound of Pales- 
tine, where man- 
kind’s hope of 
peace seems to 
die a little each 
day. 

The fear that 
is motivating 
British policy is 
a fear that Pal- 
estine is well on 
the way to be- 
coming a Com- Sree 
munist state. It Childs 
is a fear that rides Foreign Sec- 
retary Ernest Bevin. He be- 
lieves that within 10 years Pal- 
estine will be completely com- 
munized. 

Some reflection of this was 
seen in a recent dispatch to the 
New York Times containing de- 
tails supplied by the British For- 
eign Office on Communist in- 
filtration from Soviet satellite 
states into Palestine. Of the 
15,000 unauthorized immigrants 
on two Seized refugee ships, the 
Pan York and the Pan Crescent, 
1000 were said to be members 
of militant Communist organi- 
zations. 

No one was willing to stand 
for this statement officially. In 
the same way, Bevin has never 
expressed publicly the extent of 
his fears over what he believes 
is happening in Palestine. But 
those fears are deep-srate4. 
Bevin puts the blame on Wash- 
ington for what he thinks is 
happening. 

Here is the significance of the 
Bevin viewpoint. It has been 
communicated to top policy- 
makers here, and today it over- 
shadows what is done, or rather 
not done, with respect to Pales- 
tine. 

There is a terrible, explosive 
potentiality in this approach to 
the Palestine problem. Keep- 
ing the problem under cover or 
ignoring it will only make the 
explosion more disastrous when 
it does occur. That is why it 
seems to me to be long past time 
to try to get at the facts and 
bring them into the open. 


oO 


THE DEPARTMENTS of State 
and Nationai Defense have 
both received reports of Com- 
munist infiltration like those 
which have come out of London. 
They are perhaps not so de- 
tailed as those in the possession 
of the British Foreign Office, but 
they appear to have convinced 
leading policymakers of the 
serious danger of a Communist 
Palestine. 

The argument runs more or 
less in this fashion. Since the 
refugees were assembled in 
Soviet satellite states, they 
would not have been permitted 
to depart without the approval 
of Moscow. Approval would not 
have come unless the exodus 
served Moscow’s objectives, both 


directly and indirectly. British 
intelligence has furnished what 
purports to be proof of the in- 
filtration. 

Russia's agreement to the 
plan for the partition of Pales- 
tine is examined in the same 
light. It is assumed that agree- 
ment would never have been 
forthcoming if the Politburo had 
not believed that partition would 
further Soviet domination in the 
Near East. 

Behind all of this, of course, 
is the conviction that the oil of 
the Near East is essential to 
United States security, and that 
a Communist Palestine would be 
a threat to that security. On 
lower levels this is being ex- 
pressed with increasing crude- 
ness and bluntness, in which 
ancient prejudice comes to the 
surface. Thus the fire smol- 
ders and the danger grows. 


oy ee) 

MOSHE SHERTOK, an of- 
ficial of the Jewish Agency for 
Palestine, has issued an indig- 
nant denial of the British 
charges. He says that the im- 
migrants were carefully screened 
by Jewish Agency officials in 
Romania and that their depar- 
ture was bitterly criticized by 
Jewish Communists in Romania. 


But it seems to me important 
to raise this above the level of 
charge and denial. What is said 
in private should be said in pub- 
lic so that it can be examined 
honestly. That is the only way 
to cure the whispering and the 
suspicion. 

In the present atmosphere, the 


truth is lost sight of. In Pales- . 


tine the modern world faces the 
feudal world of the Arabs. To 
allow the modern state of Pales- 
tine to be destroyed would be a 
crime that would have incal- 
culable consequences. It would 
be a direct repudiation of the 
United Nations, a blow from 
which that beginning institution 
could hardly survive. 

There is a deadly parallel in 
the recent past. 
ning of the Spanish Civil War, 
the Western democracies fol- 
lowed a policy that was evasive 
and shifting. It was neither 
realism nor idealism, but a pa- 
thetic effort to avoid seeing and 


hearing what was actually hap- | 


pening. 


As one consequence the legal . 


government of Spain, which had 
been a comparatively moderate 
government, came under the 
control of the Communists. So- 
viet Russia was the only country 
sending help to counter the 
planes, tanks and troops that 
were coming from Germany and 
Italy. The end was inevitable— 
a dictatorship of the Right finally 
overcoming a dictatorship of the 
Left. 

Something like this can hap- 
pen in Palestine. It can happen 
if decisions are evaded in an 
atmosphere of suspicion and dis- 
trust. 
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FROM WASHINGTON TO FORSIGN OFFIC: 


Lord Inverchapel De 12.15 aem. llth February, 1948 
No. 658 


10th February, 1946. RR 5.27 aem. lith Pebruary, 1948 
CONFIDANT OAL 


Chancery letter to wastern Department of Slst January 
‘about the activities of the smerican Joint Distribution 


Committee in italy. 


CASH: 


omen 
Sas 


State Departwentinferm us that although United states 
Imbassy in Rome had heard numerous rumours about 
implication of American Joint Distribution Committee 
in illegal imaigration activities, they had not been able 
to obtain enough information to substantiate British 
allegations. In two instances of illegal movements last 
September the ..J.D.C. seemed to have kept clear. 
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2, in any case United States “mbassy in ome considered 
that illegal immigrant traffic was falling off owing to 
more effective border control by the Italians and to stricter 
requirements for registration in Italy. :foreover, according 


to United states Intelligence sources, the movement of Jews 
in the Bolzano area was almost at a standstill and 
enbarkations at Genoa had nearly ceased. 


3. United States Smbassy in Rome did not therefore feel 
that there were sufficient grounds to justify an approach to 
the Italian Governient at present, although they would try 
to obtain reliable information. 


4, tate Depurtment might be prepared to take action 
$f further amaunition could be provided. It would be useful, 
if as suggested in Chancery letter under reference, ilis 
Jajesty's .mbassador at Rome were to pass on to his United 
“tates colleague any concrete information which might come 


his way. 
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Letter from British Minister 
to Bulgarian Minister for Jewish Illegal 
Foreign Affairs dated ! Immigration, 
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Sofia. 


27/31/48 
PERSONAL AND IMMEDIATE 


g) British Legation, 


My dear Minister, 


“ 


With reference to my Note No. 57 of 
January 31st, regarding the utilisation of Bulgarian ports 
for the illegal immigration traffic into Palestine, I feel 
sure that the true facts about this traffic have been mis- 
represented to Your Excellency or are being econcealed from 
you by the authorities directly concerned, Apart from the 
question of the travel documents held by the passengers 
in the "Pan Cresoent™ and "Pan York", I have reason to 
believe, for instance, that, in spite of. what is said in 
paragraph 3 of your lettcr of January 10th, some Bulgarian 
Jews were included among those passengerse 


J91'1450 GQHOO3Y 9178Ng 


I cannot therefore ignore a report which 
has just reached me to the effect that a fur ther contingent 
of about 1,500 Bulgarian Jews is being collected at this 
moment in Bulgaria for despatch to Palestine from a Bulgarian 
or a Roumanian port and that this contingent is under orders 
te be ready to leave within the next day or two. 


ESA 


oem 29 sx a7 


Although I am not ina posktion to confirm 
this report I feel bound to draw Your Excellency's attention 
to it since I feel sure that you will wish to institute urgent 
enquiries into its truth. I trust moreover that, in view of 


the reported imminence of the proposed exodus, you will be able 
to ensure, withoutamiting the result of your enquiries, that 


all possible preeautionary measures are taken to prevent the 
departure of any guch contingente 
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Believe me, my dear Minister, 


Yours very sincerely, 


NOGNO1 


me] wT 


(SGD) J. ©. STERNDALE-6: 


His Excellency, 
Monsieur Vassil Kolarov, 
Vice president of the Council of Ministers 


& Minister for Foreign Affairse SPIAe 
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Letter from British Minister 

to Bulgarian Minister for Jewish Illegal 
Foreign Affairs dated | Immigration. 
31st January, 1948. No.57 
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British Legation, 


 sofia.e 


No. 57 (27/28/48) 
31st. Janu:ry, 1948, 


Your Exeellency, 
The contonts of Your Excellency*s note No. 12156@37eI of January 
loth were at once conveyed to His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs from whom I have now received instructions to protest strongly 
on behalf of His Majesty's Gov rnment in the Unit-d Kingdom against the reecnt 
attempts at illegal immigration into falestine which have been made from 
Bulgarian ports. 


2 Your Excellenoy*s note states that the emigrants who embarked 
at Bourgas in the "Pan Crescent" and the "Pan York" were duly authorised by 
the Bulgarian authorities to cross Bulgaria in transit for this purpose, 
Since they held "regular passports for their emigration to Panama*® which the 
Bulgarian Government had neither reason nor interest to questione 


3 I feel sure that Your Excellenc;, in making this remarkable 
statement cannot have been personally aware either of the pr. vious cases of 

the ‘paduaah*® and the "Northlands" or of the repeated warnings given to the 
Bulgarian Gov: rnment about the intended use of the *fan Crescent” and "Pan York" 
in the illegal immigration treffie to Palestine, 


i, AS long ago as fugust 20th 1947 this eeation began to invite the 
cooperation of the Bulgarian Government in preventing the use of Bulgarian ports 
for this traffic. The invitation was conveyed in Note Verbale No. 159 in relation 
to the approach to the Black sea of the vessel "Paducah" which duly arrived at 
Varna on August 22nd and lat: r went to Bourgas. 


5. A Similar invitation was contained in the Legatian's Note Verbale 
Noel of Septanber 13th in regard to the impending arrival of the "Northlands". 
By September 24th this vessel had joined the *faducah® at Bourgas. 


6. Meamvhile in its Note Verbale No. 41289-208IT of September Ind the 


Bulgarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs informed the Legation thit adequate measures | — 


had been immediatuly taken to prohibit the embarkation on, or disembarkation from, 
the *tPaducah"®; and when the *.estion heard that a considerable number of wouldebe 
Jewish immigrants had left Buc. ..ust for a Bulgarian port they at once brought 

this information to the knowledge of the Bulgartan Government in their ote 

Verbale No. 193. of September chth, in wiich they asec ‘or an assurance in regard 
to the "Northlands" similar to that which they hed been happy to receive in the 
ease of the *Paducah", 


Te Tunis time, however, no such assurance was Porth eo.Lnge Om. the cone 
trary, in spite of the assurance of .cptumber @nd, both the "Paducah” and the 
"Nort lands" left Bulgarian waters on om about Seotamber 27th laden with Jewish 
passengers, The Bulgarian authorities sought to justify their failure to ; 
prevent t is by oral explanations to the effect that the passengers claimed to be 
proceeding to destinations other than Palestine and that their pavers were in 
order for this purpose, No rerly has ever bean reccived from the ‘inistry to the 


/Legation's 


His Fxecllency, 

Monsieur Vassil folarov, 

Vice President of the Council of ‘inisters, 
and Minister for “orcign Affairs, 
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Legation's enquiry regarding the country or countries for which the Jews in 
question had valid visas, 


8. | The hollowness of the above claim and the falsity of any papere which 
may have been produced in support of it were quickly demonstrated by the fact that 
the "Paducah" and the "Northlands" #roceads& direct from Bulgaria to Palestine. 

On arrival in Palestinian waters the "raducah" was found to be oarrying 1385 
would-be illegal immigrants and the "Nort:lands® 2264, It was established that 
these persons had entered Bulgaria by train. Most of then had embarced at Bourzas 
and the remainder at Varna, 


9e Trnese facts were brought to the notice of Your Excellenoy's prede- 
cessor in my letter of October 17th. 


We Meanwhile I had already in my Notes Verbales No 227 of Cctober lst 

and Now 257 of Getober llth warned the Minlatry of Foreign affairs of the poss- 
ibility that further attempts to embark at Bulgarian ports would-be illegal 
immigrants for Palestine were likely to be made by the "Pan Crescent" and *Pan 
York", in these written oommunications and in conversations with Your Excellency's 
predecessor on October 2nd and October 15th I drew attention to the grave situation 
in Palesiine and to the complications which these atiempts at illegai immigration 
were likely to cause and I once more asked for the coegperation of the Bulgarian 
Government. In my lett:. of October 17th I reminded Monsiepu Kimon Georgiev 

of the suspected activities of the "Pan Crescent" and “Pan York® and on the specific 
instructions of His Majesty's Governmaent I impressed upon His txeellency the pare 
ticular importance which His Kajesty*s Gov: rnment attached to preventing the 
departure of these two vessels with illegal immigrants for Palestine, while 
giving an assurance that none of the intended passengers could nossibly be in 


1 


be taken to investigate the scmuineness and validity of any documents or visas 
which might purport to indicate that the ships or the passengers wer® proceeding 
to a destination other than palestine, 


| 

| 

| 

| 
possession of a valid permit to enter “nlestine, JT asked that special steps should ; 

| 

: 


ll. In our oral di:cussion regarding the "Paducah* and the *Northlands” 
Monsieur “imon Georgiev represent;d to me the difficulty which the Bulgarian 
Government might have in making such investigations in the case of enigrants who 
claimed to be proceeding to countries with wich Bulgaria had no dircct diplomatic 
relations, T should like therefore to place on reeord that I promptly offered 
the services of His Majesty's Government es an intermediary for any enquiries 

of this mature which the Bulgarian Gov: rnment might wish to make. 


12. In a letter «° ‘ecenmber 2hth I communicated to Your Excellency reports 
which had just reached me t | “ie "Pan Crescent" and the "ran York® had left Con- 
geaniaa on Decomber 22nd and December 23rd respectively ind that a considerable 
number of Jews desiring to enter valestine were, or had recently been, in course 

of transit by road or rail from Roumania to Bulgarian vorts. I again specifically 
made it clear that none of these Jews could cossibly be in -ossession of a valid 
permit to enter islectine and T urged that any claim that they were being trans- 
shipped to any other destination vught to be the subject of most searching investi- 
gation in view of the w..de ramifications of the illegal immigration traffic. 


Le Confirmation that the "Pan Cresent” and the "Pan York" had arrived 
at Bourgas was speedily forthcoming and I so informed Your Excellency in my letter 
of December 27th in which I communicated a report that, on December 25th, as many 
as 12,000 would-be illegal imnigrants into Palestine were passing in transit from 
Roumania to Bulgarian ports by traine 


She two sips are understood to i. ve left Bourgas on December 2/t>. 
ee the *vaduoali" ond t e "Northlands® they proceeded direct tovards Palestine. 
They were intercepted by British Navel vessels as they were about to enter Pales- 
tindan waters carrying in all 15,256 pas-engers. It has been established that all 


these passengers embarked at Bourgase 


15e In face of all the warnings and req ests for aollaboration recap=- 
Stulated above and of the obvious fact that a mass move of Jews was afoot, tion 
The Bulgarian Government cannot fairly claim that they had no reason to ee io 
the genuine nature of any travel documents orofeered by persons endeavo 

/to embark 
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to embark in the "Pan Cresoent” and the "Pan York", There are, moreover, 
mmerous precedents for mass moves of tiis kind to Palestine ( the traffic 

has received world-wide publicity) but there is not one precedent for such 

a move to Panama. Furthermore, His Majesty's Government have reason to 

believe that the passengers were not in possession of regular passports 

when they entered Bulgaria but that their names figured on collective lists. 

His Majesty's Government believe, also, that there is no Panamanian repres- 
entative in the countries from which the passengers originated vho is authorised 
to issue visas at all events without reference to the Panamanian Government - 

@ step which ould bave exposed at once the illegality of the movenmt. 


16. Tt is difficult therefore to suppose that the Bulgarian Government 
were ignorant of the real nature and pursose of there Jews, who were aiming 


to break the lawe of Falestine. 


17. It is equally difficult to suppose that the Bulgarian Government 
were ignorant of the United Nations appeal for the avoidance of any action 
likely to exacerbate the critical situation in Palestine anc to precipitate 

an ArabeJewish conflict. I an instructed to point cut that the implication 

in Your Excellency's note of January 10th that the action of the Bulgarian 
Government in this matter had been deseribed in my letter of December 27th as 

an infringement of the United Nations Charter is entirely without foundation 

and is therefore irrelevant. while His Majesty's Goverment reserve the 

right to deal separately if necessary with Your Excellency's further remarks 
abot the noneadmission of Bulgaria into the United Nations, they decline to 

be drawn into discussion of that subject in the present connection. Your 
Excellency's note of Jamary 10th does not deny the incontestable fact, stated 
in my letter of December 27th, that the jllegal immigration traffic on the 

seale planned in the “ran Cregeent" and the "Pan York" was particularly repre- 
hensible at a moment when the United Niticns had made their recommendations 

for the future of Palestine and negotintiors for the transfer of authority 

were about to begin, any case, if Bulgaria aspires to membership of the 
United Natio:s His lajesty's Government feel bound to suggest thot the Bulgarian 
Government would be .el] advised to acquaint themselves with the activities 

of that organisation and with the obligations which its members are called upon 


to undertake, 


13. Prom the evidence available, His Majesty's Government can only 
conclude that in the four mses of the “Paducah, the *Northlands", the "pan 
York® and the "pan Creseent® the Bulgarian Gov: rmment have either been 
deliberately conniving ai _ illegal immigration traffie or thet a serious 
error has been committed by the Bulgarian officials concerncde Tn the 
latter case the: trist that netive end effec tive ateps will be taken by 
the Bulgarian Governm nt to prevent any further despatch from Bulgarian 
territory and ports of persons who may be endeavouring to enter ralestine 


4{llegally. 


I avail myself of this onpportunit to renew to Your Excellency 


the assurance of my highest considera tione 


(SGD) J. C. STERNDALE-BENNETT 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
WASHINGTON 8, D. C. 


6th February 1948 
Refs: 3/64/48 


fi 


Dear Department, 


wee HGR: | 
please bresl fy cot Sdi rer 3/61/48 of 
the 4th February about remarks attributed to Sir 
Godfrey Collins, Commissioner for the Jewish camps 
in Cyprus, concerning the question of Communists 


aboard the PAN YORK and PAN CRESCENT. 
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2 The New York Times reported on its front 
page on 6th February a denial by Sir Godfrey Collins 
of the remarks attributed to him, and quoted a 
Colonial Office spokesman to the following effect: 


"Sir Godfrey Collins stated that the local 
correspondent of The Palestine Post informed him 
that Mr. (Herbert L.) Matthews of The New York Times 
had stated that there were 1,000 Communists on the 
ships and that Communist literature had been found 
on them, and asked whether Sir Godfrey knew this. 
Sir Godfrey said he had no information on the subject. 


“He made no denial, and the correspondent 
was aware of this. Sir Godfrey was also unaware that 
this statement that he had no information would be 
used as a Reuters message misconstruing it into an 
official denial." 
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3. The pro-Zionist press continues violently 
to attack the evidence which has been published, and 
to suggest that the Foreign Office are trying to 
prevent partition by playing upon the United States 
Administration's fear of Communisn. 
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4. We are sending a copy of this letter to 
Jerusalem. 
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Kastern Department, Yours ever, 


Foreign Office 
London, S.W.1. Chancery 
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xeépéated to Deirut, sritish .iddle sast Uffice vairo, 
voumanderein=Uhief jiediterranean. 


Ji LDEN TAL 


@-Tam .0-. 92 of 
Februa S ArYitish .iddle -Jast 


Uifice vairo, Jommander-in-Jhief vediterranean. 


s leeding member of. the Jyrian Jomnittee for the 
Liberation of Palestine to-day came to see vriental 
-coretary to give him information which he hoped would 
be of use to u:is wajesty's sovernme:t in prevention of 
illegal inmigration into Palestine. le said that ten 
days ago a ship of 120 tons named Kary Allic fl ing the 
sreneh Plag and with a french captain had landed 3200 
armed illegal Jewish imiigrants on Lebanese coast south 
Saidae Ship was one of two (ro details were avsilsble 
of second) regularly engaged in transporting Jews from 
Aeunanian ports and would probably be returning shortly. 


_ #orélgn ufricc please pass to Jommenderein-Chief 
@diterraneane 
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Telegram. oo 
Towa /  |formation to Beirut, Jerusalem, B.M.E.C. 
No. ° ° 7 < 
; and C. in C., Mediterranean. 
Dated. j. % ~~ 


Your telegram No. 92 fof February 


Repeat to: _/ [14th: illegal immigration]. 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


; / : ; 
Beirut /.%oc - We clearly have no locus standi for 


uw Jerusagem wna CO. taking action with regard to shipping 
wt 
- - 
74 B. Me H. O. fo between Roumania and the Lebaron, and 
= — | 
C. in sg Med. you should. if you think it appropriate, 
Li rd Ate 
m Dd Lf q make this clear to your informant. 
ee O We are repeating your telezramto the 
ae Cypher 
9 High Commissioner at Jerusalem in order 
xa 
= CA C , that he may take any appropriate action S 
re) ~ . 3 
Zz. on Palestine-Lebanese frontier. a 
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wepeatsa to weirut 30. Lor, Jerusalem via UeUeys 
British wnidale sast iffice =o, 170, O-in-C wediterranean 
Vila AGwiralty. 


Fagen amet 2 


COMP La tsb. 


AGQrssssd to dauwascus io. 10v of sebruary veth 
repeated for information to beirut, Jcrusalsia, 


~“ 


oritish sidale dast iffice aad C-ia-C weGiterranean, 


iour teleprai (9. 92 [of ebruary 14th: ille gal 
Limi gration]. 


© Clearly have no locus standi tor taking 
aCtion with rsegard to shipping between noumania and 
the Lebanon, and you Should, if you thins it ap orepriate, 
axe this clear to your infornant. iG are Iepeating 
your telegram to the high Commissioner at Jerusalem 
in sraer that he may take any apprepriate actisn an 
Palestine-“Lebanese frsntier. 
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His Majesty's 6.50 pom. 15th February, 1948 ' 


Consul-General _ 
No. 11 16 FEB 1943 


ebruary, 1948 9.50 pom. 13th February, 1948 


Illegal Jewish Immigrants. 


Massimino Ciro arrived Tunis February 12th from 
Marseilles with 258 tons of mixed cargo and Efisia Serr 
arrived February lst now loading iron scrap. Commander 
Chief Mediterranean informed. 
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His Majesty's 5.00 Delle L3sth Hed BiaryE F494 
Consul-General ee ee 
No. 2a 


bruary, 1948 om. loth February, 1948 


Repeated to: Cairo 


addressed to Foreige Office tele: Noe 24 of 


oth February. repeated to Cairo, 


Illegal Jewish immigrant. Las Tamplas expected te 
sail February 16th but is still flying Panamanian flag. 
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